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Feb. 26: In a speech broadcast on national television and radio, President Jose Napoleon Duarte
proposed that the government and the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) hold
direct peace talks in Guatemala City to begin on Feb. 28. He also suggested that elections be
postponed from March 19 to April 30, and a unilateral government ceasefire beginning Feb. 28 and
ending on June 1 when he leaves office. Next, Duarte proposed that if the rebels and government
officials cannot reach agreement on postponing the elections, a referendum could be held. He did
not mention a date for such a plebiscite. The president said the agenda for the talks would cover
a definitive end to the war; merging the two sides' armies; rebel recognition of the government
armed forces as El Salvador's only legitimate military institution; and, integrating the rebels into the
country's political and social life. Duarte said that the legislature should name three representatives
to participate in the talks with the rebels. Next, the president stated that the 13 parties should
name one person to participate. The legislature, controlled by the rightist Republican Nationalist
Alliance (ARENA), would have to decide whether to hold a plebiscite. According to AP, during
talks with representatives of political parties in Mexico last week, FMLN delegates indicated they
would be willing to accept an election as early as July. They said they needed at least four months
to shift from a military to an electoral campaign. The rebels also offered to disarm if government
troop numbers were significantly reduced, and the police force reorganized. Feb. 27: Late Monday
afternoon, Duarte selected three senior cabinet officials to represent the government. Duarte's
cabinet, including Defense Minister Gen. Eugenio Vides Casanova, issued public statements
supporting his proposal. Guillermo Ungo, presidential candidate of the Democratic Convergence,
criticized Duarte's proposal that the 13 political parties send only observers. Ungo said he doubted
that the rebels would agree to meet anywhere in Guatemala. Members of the Convergence
praised Duarte's willingness to make a counter-proposal, but asserted that a six-week delay for
the elections was much too short, and that it would be impossible to organize a plebiscite before
March 19. Social Democrat party politician, Ruben Zamora, called it a political maneuver to help
Duarte's Christian Democratic Party. Zamora's party is a member of the Convergence coalition.
ARENA congressperson Ricardo Alvarenga, the leader of the Salvadoran National Assembly,
rejected Duarte's proposal as unconstitutional. Feb. 28: In a statement released in San Salvador,
the FMLN rejected the offer of a unilateral ceasefire until June 1, asserting that placing a limit on
any truce showed a "lack of sincerity" and would permit the next government to renew attacks
on the rebels. The statement said the rebels were prepared for a ceasefire during the talks, but a
lasting truce should be part of the negotiations. The rebels welcomed Duarte's counter-proposal as
a positive step, but maintained that the elections must be postponed beyond April 30, preferably
until September 15. An electoral option proposed by Duarte under which the government's three
branches would modify the constitution to allow a postponement of the elections drew praise from
the guerrillas. The FMLN rejected the offer to meet in Guatemala City, saying that San Salvador
"is the best place for national agreement between Salvadorans." The rebels also rejected Duarte's
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recommendation that the talks begin Feb. 28, suggesting instead that negotiations take place on
March 4-5. They gave the government 48 hours to respond. The FMLN statement lamented Duarte's
"invariable design to obtain our surrender, which is unrealistic, illogical and impossible...This
design is made very clear by his suggestion of a closed agenda that does not take into account
our proposals." Next, the FMLN statement renewed demands that the armed forces be confined
to barracks during the elections, that Salvadorans living outside the country be guaranteed a
vote and that the army be reduced from 50,000 to the pre-war count of about 10,000 troops. In a
separate development, the FMLN announced that it has suspended the use of car-bombs in heavily
populated areas because of the danger to civilians. Foreign Minister Ricardo Acevedo said he
favored a meeting between rebel and government representatives in San Salvador, but asserted
that the meeting must not turn into a "show." "We have to be careful that this dialogue does not
become a tool," that party interests are "not put before those of the country," and that it is not used
by the insurgents for propaganda purposes, he said. The Salvadoran military announced that at
midnight it would commence a ceasefire to run through June 1 in support of President Duarte's
peace offer. The Press Committee of the Armed Forces (COPREFA) said that government troops will
remain where they are stationed as of March 1 when the truce goes into effect and will only fight if
attacked. The armed forces called on the rebels to reciprocate. No immediate response came from
the FMLN, and the government had no comment. In a statement, director of San Salvador's Central
American University (UCA), Ignacio Illacuria, said he supported the peace proposals offered by the
government and the rebels, describing both as contributions to the search for an end to the war.
Both proposals, said the statement, "are in correspondence with the constitution, the interests of the
Salvadoran people and could be brought into line with the interests of political parties." The UCA's
Superior Council, he said, has recognized that efforts made by all involved parties, "especially the
government and the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front" have been creative and flexible.
However, he added, realizing peace will necessitate further and greater effort. The Nationalist
Democratic Union (UDN) party proposed that the government accept a postponement of the
elections until after June 1, and that presidential candidates withdraw from the race to facilitate the
postponement. UDN secretary general Mario Aguinada said that the party's proposal included the
creation of a commission made up of representatives from all political parties to develop reforms for
ensuring free elections. The UDN suggests reforms to the electoral code, restructuring the General
Elections Council, creation of an official entity to supervise elections, organizing international
observation of the elections, and implementation of the necessary apparatus to permit voting by
Salvadorans residing outside the country. The UDN has suggested that the government and the
FMLN conclude negotiations before March 19 on conditions for a definitive ceasefire, a halt to
repression, and restructuring the armed forces, among other issues. Aguinada said he supported
the idea of participation by political parties at the talks with the rebels, but not in the capacity of
observers. He insisted that the meetings take place in San Salvador: "It makes no sense to declare
a cease-fire throughout the country if the talks take place on the exterior." (Basic data from AP,
02/26-28/89; AFP, Xinhua, Notimex, 02/28/89; New York Times, 02/27/89, 02/28/89)
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